March 16, 2011

 INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 
Report to Region 7 Spring Forum 2011 
March 15, 2011 
Seattle, WA

The International Environment Committee met in Calgary, Alberta on June 27, 2010 in conjunction with the Annual Education Conference which was reported on in its Fall Forum Report.  Since that time the Environmental Committee held two teleconference meetings.  The second of which was held on February 16th in Los Angeles in conjunction with other IRWA committee and task forces meetings. Minutes of the environmental Committee teleconference meeting will be posted on the Region 7 Web site shortly.

 Della Berwager assumed the Chair Postion of the Environmental Committee after the Calgary Education Conference.  John Hooson assumed the position of Vice Chair while retaining his positions as Region 7 and Chapter 3 Environmental Committee Rep..  The following reports summarizes the environmental Committees’s
activities since Calgary.  
 
 Environmental Education Topics for 2011 Conference – Atlanta 
As a result of the conference call meeting called by Jade Yong, IRWA Meeting and Events Manager all Environmental Committee topics have been accepted.  The following is a list of the Environmental topics being offered by date and time.  It is a good program and we hope that you can attend as many as possible.    
· Mon.,  June  13		 3:30pm – 4:30pm	Energy Siting & ROW Related Assessment – Policy Challenges 						    & Opportunities 
· Tues.,  June  14		9:00am – 10:3 am	 Alberta Oil Sands Development & the Environment
· Tues.,  June  14		 1:00pm – 3:00pm	 Using Geospatial Intelligence (co-sponsored with 								Engineering)
· Wed.,   June 15		 8:00am – 9:30am	 Environmental Justice (panel discussion co- sponsored 								with Relocation)
· Wed.,  June 15		10:00am – 11:30am	Current Environmental Mitigation Requirements & 								Issues
Potential Environmental Education Topics for 2012 Conference – Seattle
To help in getting attendance the Environmental Committee would appreciate any Environmental Topics that the Region 7 Chapters feels would be good attention getters for the Conference in Seattle.  John did not feel it was too early to start the planning process.  Please send your thoughts to John: landsolutions1@frontier.com.   
Status of Environmental Courses & Right of way Manual 

Course 606 – Project Development and the Environmental Process - The last Environmental Course revamped was Course 606 (formerly 602) with US and Canadian Versions. Both versions have now been piloted. Della Berwager and Fred Walasavage deliver the pilot for the Cdn Version in Calgary, immediately preceding the Annual Education Conference on June 24th, 2010. Although there were limited registrants, we believe the course was successful.  

Chapter 3 is offering the new updated 606 Course on May 19th at the Radisson Hotel in Portland.  Fred Walasavage is the facilitator and John Hooson the Course Coordinator.  To register go to the Chapter 3 Web site: www.irwachapter3.com.  This is an excellent course and we hope to have a great attendance.  
 
Environmental Course Review -The committee has continued to conduct a review of the Environmental Courses.  The results of this review are due by June 2011. Several committee members are participating in these reviews, with suggested changes/edits forwarded to Headquarters.  A number of revisions have been suggested and the review is continuing.  Concern has been expressed that course 606 should be lengthened to 2 days verses the 1 day currently be implemented.  We are still evaluating this issue including separating out the project management section and combining it with a more in-depth coverage of permitting.    

New on-line Course and Potential New Courses - We were asked to suggest one other Environmental Course for transition to online learning format.  Course 606 was suggested and a draft of a 606 on-line course is currently being reviewed by the Committee.  

A new Environmental Course outline (Course 605) was circulated to IRWA Headquarters, and we are continuing to work on it. The course outline (covers green energy alternatives from an environmental perspective) has been in circulation; however, full review has not been completed. We discussed breaking the suggested new course into short modules that could be easily completed & put on line covering environmental issues related to wind farms, solar power, geothermal etc. It was felt that it would be hard to get a course developer to cover all of them in one course.
 
ROW Textbook Environmental Chapter - A few Environmental Committee members volunteered to assist with the rewrite of the ROW Textbook environmental chapter. Edits have been submitted for consolidation and few more could be added before the finalization by HQ’s team. The discussion of Permits was the most difficult section and has created the potential need for addressing permits in more detail in separate course.  

Specialty Certification 

Lisa Harrison sent out questions for the committee to consider on Environmental Certification as well as background for the committee’s consideration and reflection when discussing them.  They were discussed in some detail at the Committee teleconference meeting held on February 16th.
The discussion of the specialty career paths related to specific right of way disciplines and  a proposed recommendation to be presented to the Specialty Task Force on February 17, 2011 (attended by Della Berwanger for the Environment Committee; Clyde Johnson for the Transportation Committee; and Orell Anderson for the Valuation Committee) was held.  Questions discussed and the consensuses of comments from the conference call were:
1. Is there a specialty certification related to your Committee’s discipline?  
· Yes, a specialty certification already exists & no additional milestones were recommended
2. The potential need for more courses was discussed (see discussion below). 
3.  Whether we should have specialty certification was also discussed.  It was agreed that it was helpful for our members to have that recognition. It was also suggested that the Environmental certification should be for “Environmental Awareness” which recognizes that a right of way professional has completed the courses required to gain an understanding and awareness of right of way environmental issues and processes.   It was felt that an Environmental Certification based on the courses offered by IRWA could not achieve or meet the requirements of the many different environmental professions involved.  
4. It was suggested that we obtain a listing of the IRWA members that have obtained the R/W EC certification and ask them why they had applied for it.  
5.  It was felt that we should try to understand whether the membership wants/needs an environmental certification. 
6. There was disagreement on the actual need for environmental certification but it was unanimous that   environmental courses should be mandatory for other certifications & the SR/WA. 
7. We also discussed other organizations that have specialty certifications i.e.  Organizations that   provide licensing to environmental professionals such as Geologists, Landscape Architects, Biologists, etc..  It was agree that more research was needed.  It was pointed out that the American Planning Association (AIPC) has a certification for Environmental Planner.  
8. The courses needed to support environmental Certification were discussed?
· Current R/W EC, requirements include: 600, 603, 604, and 602 changed to 606 (we could have more); 200 level (24 credits); Ethics (103 0r 104); 800, and 900.  We are still looking at this list.
· Other courses to be included or developed as environmental courses were discussed. The existing Course 417 should be considered as part of the requirement for R/W EC.
·  “Alternate Energy” was also discussed and could be more marketable if broken down into shorter more easily prepared modules.  They would also be excellent for online presentation. 
· The possibility of a Permitting course was also discussed with the thought that it could help in keeping course 606 to a more manageable 1 day course.
· We also discussed Clyde’s recommendation that a corridor preservation course be developed?
· It was also felt that Environmental Justice could also become a course, or training module. 
· It was also suggested that other “hot topic” sessions should be considered.  Ones that could be prepared more quickly than full session courses as short training modules or on-line courses.    Orell mentioned a two day session that he prepared for the American Bar Association that might be appropriate for presentation via regional workshops, modules, etc.
 
9. Are there courses outside of IRWA that should be included?
· John had brought info for the American Planning Association’s  Institute of Certified Planner’s ( AICP) Certified Environmental Planner  designation .  Research to see if any courses the American Planning Association and other professional organizations offer that might fit IRWA’s certification was suggested.

Lisa, Pat and Valerie joined our teleconference meeting after we had been engaged in the specialty certification questions. They commented about the Generalist Pathway, followed by SR/WA & potential for Management Certification and also tiered levels of specialty paths where membership felt appropriate.  Further input is expected to be required from the Committee.

If you have any suggestions on the above topics please submit them to John Hooson.  
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