INTERNATIONAL UTILITIES COMMITTEE MEETING

Sunday, June 28, 2009
8:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M. 
Indianapolis, Indiana

Marriott Hotel
 Illinois Room
Attendees:

Patti Morris – Committee Chair - Region 7
Randy Ferris, SR/WA- Committee Vice-Chair, Region 9 Representative 

Clark Andrew, SR/WA, Region 2 Member at Large

Kevin Angel, MAI – Region 2 Member at Large

Nick Anitsakis - Region 2 Member at Large

David Bethel – Region 2 Representative

Tim J. Bunkers, Guest

Michael Burns, SR/WA - Region 1 Representative

Larry Griffin, SR/WA, R/W-NAC, Region 6 Member at Large

Dave Hingtgen - Region 3 Member at Large

Alan Louie, SR/WA - Region 1 Member at Large

Mary Anne Marr, SR/WA, Region 5 Member at Large

J Parker, Jr. - Region 9 Member at Large

David Rein, Region 3 Member at Large

Kim Savage, Guest

Kim Tassen, Region 5 Member at Large

George Toft, Region 5 Member at Large

David Whitlock, SR/WA, Region 7 Representative

Glenn Winfree, SR/WA, R/W-NAC, R/W-EC, Region 6 Member at Large
Kevin Winner, SR/WA, Region 9 Member at Large

1. Call to Order, Introductions and Roster Update
· Patti Morris – called the meeting to order at 8:05 A.M.
· All attendees introduced themselves.
· Patti – distributed the roster, asking attendees to initial, as well as note any changes in the roster information.
2. Review and Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes

· Minutes of the committee’s last conference call meeting on February 20, 2009, and meeting on January 16, 2009 were distributed, reviewed and approved.
3. Review and Approval of Agenda

· Patti requested and obtained approval of the Agenda for today’s meeting.

4. Resignation of Vice-Chair

· Randy Ferris – talked of stepping down if anyone is interested in picking up the Vice-Chair position.
5. 2009 Conference Program Review

· Patti – reviewed the Utilities Committee conference program: Monday session at 10:15 – Stormwater Permitting Requirements – needs a moderator – Mike Burns volunteered; Monday session at 1:30 – I Want it Underground – Randy Ferris to moderate, Kevin Winner to help;  Tuesday session at  9:15 – Renewable Portfolio Standards - Nick Anitsakis to moderate, Patti to help; Tuesday session at 11:15 – Wind Generation - Patti Morris to moderate; Tuesday session at 2:00 – How to be an Expert Witness - Kim Tassen to moderate; Tuesday session at 3:45 – What Story Does Your Face Tell? - Kim Tassen to moderate. Wed session at 10:00 – Utility Roundtable - George Toft and Dave Hingtgen to moderate.
6. Highlights from Saturday Meetings/Certifications

· Patti – Gave report on Region/Committee Chair/VC meeting. Branding, Goal 20k members, go global, NAR (National Association of Realtors) example of good branding.  Larry Griffin said that NAR have legislation capabilities, otherwise they’re all fluff.  Our biggest problem is perceived authority.  Concern for education – seen as too easy.  Determine who we are.  How do we attract Generation X. Name should be more contemporary, shorter.  Looking at attracting folks who are now coming up in the profession. Mary Anne Marr provided answer to George’s question if they were looking toward individuals or to professions (CDOTS, Municipals, etc.).  IRWA wants courses developed on Utilities – Larry asked what types of utility – Patti said all.  We’ll be working with IPDC on this.  Patti will send out all handouts in an email.  
· Patti reviewed “IRWA Utilities Committee Charge for Fiscal Years 2010-11” from Sandy Griggs.  Dave Hingtgen and Glenn Winfree volunteered to work on course development (as referenced in Sandy’s directive).  Larry talked of the pipeline course, for which the pipeline committee obtained outside help to get developed.  He recommended that we develop guidelines/framework and then use $ from Education Foundation to get a Utility Course professionally developed.
· Kyle Ray from IPDC joined the meeting.  Followed up on Larry’s comments.  Talked of Education Committee going away in the 90’s and IPDC coming in.  He said getting the courses professionally developed is the way to go. In this day and age, new courses must get developed quickly or they become obsolete before they begin.  Encouraged us to examine all 50 IRWA Courses, and bring our recommendations for needed changes to IPDC.  Cost of new 1 day course is in the range of 25 k to 35k.

· J Parker followed up with additional input on course development.
· Patti inquired about company internal training.  Mary Anne said she uses IRWA Courses for her employees.  Much discussion ensued.
· Dave H. said we need guidance and wanted to meet with IPDC.  Kyle said Peggy Barnes is our new IPDC liaison and he is filling in for her as she is not here.  Kyle will ask Peggy to contact us and work with us to develop a course. He said the days of us developing our own courses are gone – we need to go outside and get things created quickly.

· Nick Anitsakis suggested we partner with an industry leader in course development, such as RMEL.

· Kyle said we should be closely allied with Surveying & Engineering committee.  Larry said also environmental, pipeline and others. He said we could go thru the existing courses and come up with multiple test questions to make it more difficult.  We want to raise the bar, make the SRWA really mean something.  Patti asked where we can get the courses.  He said from IPDC.  We’d like to develop courses that spread out over 2 or 3 committees.  
· Patti will follow up with email to committee members looking for volunteers to review courses and come up with test questions and make other recommendations.

· All are pleased that we don’t have to reinvent the wheel – we like the concept that we’ll go outside to get course development and/or combine from several existing courses to develop appropriate curriculum.

· Dave H. and Glenn will be our liaisons with Peggy Barnes.

7. 2010 Conference Planning/Call for Topics

· Patti asked for 2010 Conference planning/call for topics. Nick – pole attachments; Mike – nuclear, Smart Grid; Mary Anne – renewable.  Nick will pursue speaker from Oklahoma City on wind, other speaker ideas.  Siting conference in January had good presentation on EMF – Nick suggests Gauss meter in the session. Public siting of lines, panel from different regions or coops versus for-profits, etc.  Make an effort for shared topics.  Keep in mind next year is in Calgary – contact Derek, Bruce, and Sandy Grigg for collaboration of topic ideas.  Suggested that we partner people up to create and coordinate a course.  Have someone speak on required 2 year college course to do ROW in Canada.
8.
Roundtable Discussion:
· Alan Louie -Homeowner’s Association, look back on your past clients to get referrals.

· Kevin Winner – seeing wind power line connections.
· Kim Tassen – increase in wind and nuclear, and renewable.  Trend in Michigan is encroachment requests, calling for a lot of research.

· Nick Anitsakis – Texas has shortened process from 1 year to 6 months to get 2800 miles of transmission lines to connect wind generation.  Brought in transmission only companies to install the transmission lines.

· Dave Whitlock – company is trying to maintain load base and not lose it.  Rebuilding lines, renewing tribal easements – costing a lot more than in the past.

· Tim Bunkers – specializes in electric lines;  lots of talk about new transmission lines; lots of good siting seminars going on that are good to see what is going on in different areas,

· Clark Andrew - most of the work going on in TX and OK is hooking up renewables.  Lots of work everywhere building transmission lines.
· Dave Hingtgen - Wind power conference in Chicago was very good (15,000 attendees) – huge; lots of transmission lines coming down the pike.  Now in recovery work from flooding last year; Cedar Rapids using federal dollars to acquire flooded properties.

· J Parker – has been buried last 2 years with RTD and Union Pacific – 117 million dollar deal about to close.  He did all the title work.  New jobs coming down the pike, but not this large of dollar value or as long in miles of project – he needs a break.

· David Rein – working on a number of legal issues.  In most states, there are not condemnation powers for renewables.  Lots of $ have been spent on wind farms, now trying to connect to grid and landowners holding out for big $.  Kansas putting in a large number of wind farms and squashing any proposed new coal generation.

· David Bethel - gearing up for transmission projects connecting wind farms in west Texas.  He is “blown away” at the thousands of windmills.

· Kevin Winner – as a regulated utility, a lot of companies are trying to get on their system.  Some of these companies are paying 100% or more of fee value for easements, which PSCO doesn’t do.  This is driving up the cost of ROW.  Kevin is working on easement renewals on Indian land, a very difficult process.  PSCO offered 10% of appraised value – many of the Tribes want 100% of fee value of the transmission lines renewed.  The Navajo Nation is wanting more than the total value of PSCO.   PSCO is considering handing the lines over to the Navajos, then FERC would step in and legislate wheeling prices.

· Glenn Winfree – In the Carolinas, Duke is permitting a new Nuclear Plant; investors are building chicken litter plant – environmentalists initially liked the idea, but not so much now, as it’s starting to smell a bit.  Duke is working on 6 plants in the west generating from wood chips/slash;  Duke involved in wind power, largest solar in county going in near Glenn’s house – Duke negotiating to get the output.  Lots of stuff going on in Duke.

· Larry Griffin - In Mississippi, the pipeline companies are paying big bucks for easements, which is setting bad precedence - they paid $27K for easement that the coop wanted to pay $3K for.  Larry would like copies of any Option agreements.  They have 2 months to buy 18 miles of right-of-way.  They cannot wait for completion of BER (Borrower’s Environmental Report) to start negotiating. Mary Anne will send her Option Agreement to everyone. 
· Mike Burns - value of land is down, so now is a good time to buy easements.  However, landowners want the same type of payments they got several years ago.  Lots of renewables, but environmentalists are complaining about solar panels and windmills. Pushed back doing some previously planned peaking plants due to economy.  Moving away from coal.  Salt River Project has the largest nuclear in the west (existing) located west of Phoenix (has 3, will probably go to 4, generators).  Wherever possible, they avoid routing on Tribal lands.  Have cut way down on ROW contractors.  Having trouble keeping their own employees busy.
· George Toft – in south-central Ohio, Duke is looking to build a nuclear plant on an old uranium enrichment plant site.  In Indiana, there will be a large amount of smart grid work done.  Spoke on battery backup home unit for 10K that works for a week. Due to downturn, some capital work has slowed up, but a number of large projects are looming in next 7 years.
· Mary Anne Marr – for last 2 years has been absorbed with wind generation development.  Michigan has limited areas for wind – mainly along the lakes.  Have smaller parcels than Texas, so more challenging to develop wind farms.  First projects scheduled to be on line in 2012.  A lot of firms are educating landowners on their “opportunities” in wind development. This has stalled acquisitions.   A lot of misinformation - this is not a money making deal, but landowners are being led to believe it is.  Very interesting from that perspective. A lot of zoning issues coming into play – exclusionary zoning on windmill heights, etc.  Also trying to permit a new coal plant.
· Kim Savage - ITC Holdings – working on a green power express across northern U.S.  Spends much of her time dealing with inadequate easements to meet NERC requirements for vegetative management.
· Randy Ferris – subdivision growth and retiree immigrant growth has slowed considerably.  However, electrification of gas production wells, compressors and related facilities has really exploded, as gas production in the San Juan Basin continues to be down-spaced.
· Patti Morris – things are slow in Seattle area.  In Washington 7,000 state workers have been laid off.  Small amount of utility work going on.  Not much transportation work.  She is representing a small tribe in their easement negotiations – for cellular site, dam removal.  The economy has taken a big hit.
· Dave Rein – moved, and J Parker seconded, for approval of January 16, 2009 and February 20, 2009 minutes – voted and approved.
· Mike Burns is not getting notices – check his email delivery.
· Mary Anne Marr requests a calendar of meetings rather than setting up with just 1 week notice.

· Patti – will plan on September or October meeting.

· Asset Management Course 700 - Mary Anne is certified to facilitate and will do so for expenses only.
· Dave Rein – Certified for facilitating the Condemnation Course, and will do so for expenses only.

· Patti – will consider holding Courses in conjunction with the fall Utilities Committee meeting.

· Patti adjourned meeting at 11:15.

Respectfully submitted:

By:
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Randy Ferris, SR/WA
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