IRWA INTERNATIONAL PIPELINE COMMITTEE 
NOTES FOR SEPTEMBER 2010 MEETING

Guest Speaker
Doug Sipe, FERC Outreach Manager, Division of Gas, Environment & Engineering, held a question and answer session.  We discussed the landowner’s perspective of being approached to grant an easement.  Doug stated that all right-of-way agents are painted with the same brush.  The right-of-way agents must be armed with information to sell the project.  We need to train every employee that has contact with the landowners – not just our right-of-way folks.  He suggested “Ambassador R/W Training” for everyone on the project should be mandatory.  Anyone in contact with the public is the “face of the project”. 
Due to complaints on Ruby & Alaska right-of-way projects, Congress became involved. See http://www.hcn.org/blogs/goat/more-surprises-flow-from-ruby-pipeline for more information and history.  They were facing impending Congressional moves to challenge the right to eminent domain.  As a result, INGA developed a training program for right-of-way agents.  
Doug says a large number of complaints from landowners are confusion over all the employees they have contact with (Surveyors, engineers, right-of-way agents, contractors, etc.).  He says we need to spend more time educating landowners on who is doing what and try to minimize the number of people who contact the landowners.  He also recommends that consultants and employees all wear the same shirts at open houses in order not to confuse landowners.  He says the FERC wants to be part of open houses.  He said one key to a successful open house is great maps and alignment sheets, Google Earth displays, and food.  The right people need to be there to answer the questions.  Dress appropriate, but also approachable (no suits).  Any presentation should be made by a non-confrontational person.  Explaining the need for the project early on is important.  Companies also need to understand the limitations of technology.  He suggests that the Company stock little shops along the route with alignment sheets/maps.  Newsletters are a good way to communication.  A newsletter should be sent by the Company, but a separate newsletter should be sent by FERC.  He also says we need to ensure that our landowner lists are complete.  If that list has an agency on it, he suggests you had better talk to the agency before submitting the list to FERC.  The landowner lists should be filed as non-public in the beginning.  He also says that the faster the project timeline, the more likely it is to run into problems.  He says that FERC should be informed of all major landowner problems through out the entire project.   Finally, be sure you do what you said you would do.  
Doug indicate that FERC was getting beat up in Oregon over a project and FERC ended up making presentations to State government officials, county government, etc. on the FERC process and how it works.  They need to understand that FERC’s role is not to be an advocate for the project, but an advocate for the process because the process works.  He indicated they are willing to put these presentations on wherever needed and I believe he said for no cost to a Company.  

See http://www.columbiariverkeeper.org/public/headlines/CRKvsFERC.pdf for more information.

Ask the Smartest Guys in the Room (Open Q &A)
Question:  Do you include temporary work space language in your easements in a broad way?

Answer:  Yes, here is a sample clause:
Grantee shall have the right to cut, trim or remove any trees, overhanging branches or other obstructions which may endanger the safety of or interfere with the construction, reconstruction, operation, maintenance, repair, replacement or removal of said facilities; the right to pile dirt and materials and to operate equipment on the surface of the land, both within said easement and immediately adjacent thereto, during periods of construction, reconstruction, operation, maintenance, repair, replacement or removal of said facilities and the right of ingress and egress for the purpose of exercising the rights herein granted.

Question:  Do you consider a public utility easement dedication on a plat to be a right-of-way that you can use without a separate easement document?

Answer:  No.

PIPA (Pipeline and Informed Planning Alliance) Update
Bellingham, Washington proposed adopting the recommended guidelines.  There was a backlash from the public claiming this would amount to a taking of property without compensation.  Bellingham finally adopted a very watered down version of the model ordinance.  Given the recent San Bruno explosion, we need to keep an eye on the California League of Cities website to see what they are going to recommend or require.  We need to let our public affairs people to let us know if the model ordinance is on the table.  
Pipeline Safety Trust

The Safety Conference will be held November 4th & 5th in New Orleans.

Of Interest:
http://www.exxonmobil.com/Australia-English/PA/Files/publication_2006_esso_pipeline_handbook.pdf
IRWA Annual Conference 

There were 1032 attendees at the Conference in Calgary.

Federal Agency Update 

The Federal Agency Update (FAU) will be moved back to Washington D.C. in 2011, it will be held February 1 & 2. 

Pipeline Committee Presentations for 2011 in Atlanta

· Carbon Sequestration

· Safety Around Pipelines

· Fracing on Shale Plays

· Possible Joint Present with Utilities Committee on use of ARC/GIS

Upcoming Meetings
Jan. 19 & 20, 2011, Tampa, FL

April  - San Antonio, TX
June – Atlanta, GA (Annual Conference)
