
  

 

 

Regional Professionals of the 

Year: 

2002 Barbara Meekins, SR/WA 

2003 Fred Walasavage, 

2004 Pat Thayer, SR/WA 

2005 Julie Cope, SR/WA 

2006 Kathy Phillips, SR/WA 

2007 Dawneen Dostert 

2008 Jaci Margenson, SR/WA 

2009 Carl Toland, SR/WA 

David Whitlock, SR/WA 

James Price, SR/WA, MAI 

Brad Thomas 

Region 7 Officers: 

 

Fred Walasavage, Chair 

 

Pat Thayer, SR/WA, Vice Chair 

 

Kerri Wittman, SR/WA, 

Secretary 
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The symbol of the city is the mythological creature ñPhoenixò. This is due to the major fire incident in which 

the city was destroyed. The scene is also depicted in the movie óGone With the Wind. After the fire, Atlanta 

rose from the ashes and has today become all the more appealing and beautiful. 

 

Though Atlanta has a mild weather, it can get really chilly during winters and temperatures reach sub-zero 

level. The months of December-January may also experience snowfall. The best time to visit this place is 

spring and fall season. 

 

Before being named Atlanta, this place was originally called Terminus and then Marthaville. 

 

Atlanta was developed as a railroad junction originally in the year 1830. Since it was of strategic impor-

tance, the army forces of Union General William Sherman destroyed the place during the Civil War. 

 

In Atlanta, the state Capitol building is actually layered with 43 ounces of pure gold, which was mined out 

from Dahlonega, GA! 

 

The worldôs largest cable-supported dome stadium is the Georgia Dome. It is a fine example of marvelous 

modern architecture. It also hosted the 2000 Super Bowl and gymnastics, basketball and handball in 1996 

Olympic Games. 

 

Atlanta is famous for being the birthplace of the famous Martin Luther King, Jr. It is also the birthplace of 

the popular soft drink Coca-Cola. As of today, some of worldôs major corporations and Fortune 500 com-

panies are based in Atlanta, including CNN, UPS and Georgia Pacific. 

 

Atlanta is famous for having the largest toll-free dialing area in the world, the most shopping center space 

per capita along with Chicago and the world's largest 10K race known as ñPeachtree Road Raceò that 

sees 45,000 runners annually! 

 

The main North-South byway in Atlanta is the Peachtree Street. Apparently, there are more than 100 

streets, drives and avenues in the city by the name of Peachtree. 

 

Reaching Atlanta is not a problem at all, as it has one of the worldôs busiest airports, Hartsfield-

Jackson International Airport, which caters to major flights from all over the globe. 

James Price, SR/WA, MAI  
Professional of the Year Brad Thomas  

Professional of the Year 

Spring forum meeting in progress. 
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Core Purpose:  IRWA creates public awareness; trust and confidence in the right of way process 

build a better world.  

 

Vision Statement: The International Right of Way Association will be the worldwide leader for inno-

vation and excellence in the acquisition and management of right of way and public use infrastructure.  

 

Major Strategies:  IRWA has identified the following major strategies to achieve our vision and core 

purpose:  

  

  Å Education-  Increase the quality and quantity of our education products, with high  

     impact offerings for members and new participants.  

 

  Å Membership-  Increase membership by 25% in two years, doubling our membership,  

     within five years.  

 

  Å Designations/Certifications-  Increase professionalism and education within the  

     profession with one - third of membership certified and/or designated, within five years.  

 

  Å Partnership Development-  Increase and strengthen partnerships within our core  

     groups of public, private and international partner organizations.  

 

  Å Meetings and Events-  Execute two premier events for our public annually.  

 

  Å Structure-  Develop resources to execute and implement IRWA programming and  

     initiatives.  

 

  Å Marketing/Branding-  Increase visibility and become known in the community  

     within two years.  

 

  Å Leadership Development-  Create an active leadership program within two years.  

Region 7 Caucus Agenda  

June 12, 2011  

Atlanta, Georgia  
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Agenda  

 

Call to Orderééé..éééééééééééééééééé.Fred Walasavage, Chair 

 

Welcome, Announcements,  and IntroductionsééééFred Walasavage and All 

 

Chapter Roll CallééééééééééééééééééééKerri Wittman, Secretary 

 

Approval of Minutes from Spring Regional Foruméé..All 

 

Treasurers Report éééééééééééééééééé.. Pat Thayer, Vice Chair 

 

Education éééééééééééééééééééééé.... Pat Thayer, Vice Chair 

 

Champagne Toast ééééééééééééééééé.é..All 

 

Board of Directors Meeting  

 

Candidates  

Proposed Board Resolutions  

Voting  

2015 Conference Location  

 

Travel Fund Donations  

    

 Upcoming Meetingséé.éééé....ééééé.éé.. Pat Thayer, Vice Chair 

   

  Other Business   

 

  Adjourn  
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Chapter Roll Call 
 

 

Chapter 3: 

 

 

Chapter 4: 

 

 

Chapter 19: 

 

 

Chapter 45: 

 

 

Chapter 49: 

 

 

Chapter 64: 

 

 

Chapter 71: 

 

4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔȡ 

Balance as of June 9, 2011 $2,481.38 

Donations for champagne toast reflected in this amount 

$400 check needs to be deposited 

$112.03 in savings 

62-ȭΰή *J. Arnold Cobley, Ch. 4 

Ȭΰή-ȭΰα *John V. Mulcahy, Ch. 3 

Ȭΰα-ȭΰγ Donald A. Wilcox, Ch. 4 

Ȭΰγ-ȭαΫ *Chris J. Loutsis, Ch. 4 

ȬαΫ-ȭαή *Robert S. Newell, Ch. 3 

Ȭαή-ȭαί P.J. Sullivan, SR/WA, Ch. 49 

Ȭαί-ȭαα *Fred R. Ketron, SR/WA, Ch. 45 

Ȭαα-ȭαβ *Keith L. Densley, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

78-ȭαγ Edwin M. Whiting, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

Ȭαγ-ȭβά *John Day, SR/WA, Ch. 3 

ȬȬβά-ȭβέ *Keith L. Densley, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

Ȭβέ-ȭβί *John Benson, SR/WA, Ch. 45 

Ȭβί-ȭβΰ *John Berkowitz, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

Ȭβΰ-ȭββ Robert Mohr, SR/WA, Ch. 19 

Ȭββ-ȭγΪ Susan M. Serdahl, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

ȬγΪ-ȭγΫ Betsy A. Tarrant, SR/WA, Ch. 45 

91-ȭγέ Reed Lommen, Ch. 19 

Ȭγέ-ȭγί Diane DeRoux, SR/WA, Ch. 59 

95-ȭγα Bernard W. Lea, SR/WA, Ch. 45 

Ȭγα-ȭγγ Linda Streissguth, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

ȬȬγγ-ȭΪΫ Barbara Meekins, SR/WA, Ch. 49 

ȬΪΫ-ȭΪέ Leslie Benckendorf, SR/WA, Ch. 3 

ȬΪέ-ȭΪί Stephen Hagen, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

ȬΪί-ȭΪα Julie Cope, SR/WA, Ch. 19 

ȬΪα-ȭΪγ Jim Price, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

ȬΪγ-11 Fred Walasavage, Ch. 3 

REGION 7 PAST CHAIRS 
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    Region 7 2011 Spring Forum 

Seattle, Washington 

 March 19, 2011 
Attendees:  See attached list 

Call to Order at 8:00 a.m. by Region 7 Vice-Chair Pat Thayer, SR/WA 

Chapter Roll Call: All Chapters present. 

Minutes from 2010 Region 7 Fall Forum, Fairbanks: Read.  Mark Dickson moved to 

approve as presented, second by Andrew Fraiser. Approved. 

Treasurerôs Report: $3,282.17 as of 3/19/11. 

Leadership Institute Session:  Recruiting and Retaining Volunteers by Randy Pennington.  

Facilitated by Faith Roland, SR/WA. 

Report on Association Business-Daniel Stekol: 

IRWA membership retention is 88% with a goal of 90%.  Average for this type of 

organization is 80%.   

Region 7 membership is down 11%. 

Suggested Chapters make personal phone calls to those who have not renewed 

their membership.  IRWA will provide a list of those who havenôt renewed 

yet.  IRWA would also be willing to drop the $25 fee, in addition to the 

Chapter waiving their fee, might be a good way to get folks to renew if they 

were thinking of dropping their membership. 

IRWA will be sending out email blasts to those who havenôt renewed their member-

ship yet. 

Daniel will see if IRWA will send monthly email of updated membership list to 

Chapter Membership Chairs and cc President. 

IRWA will schedule conference call with Chapter Membership Chairs and Presi-

dents in the beginning of April to discuss membership retention and acquisition. 

FAU is a good way to reach out to the Federal Agencies that attend.  2011 FAU will 

be held in Washington D.C. 

March 30-April 1- young Professionals group meeting in Las Vegas. 

Committee Reports-all reports posted on Region 7 website: 

Appraisal- Jim Price, SR/WA, MAI, preparing cross qualification standards for 

those who would like to obtain designations from several different organizations. 

Relocation-Michelle Colby, SR/WA, lacking information flow back and forth.  Mi-

chelle submitted a questionnaire to Region leadership and got very little feedback.  

She will send another questionnaire out. 
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IPDC- Steve Hagen, SR/WA-Looking at new courses and new certifications.  He is on 

the committee for another 16 months, but the Region needs to start thinking about 

someone to replace him.  The position is appointed by the incoming IEC President. 

Pipeline- working on best practices for the industry. 

Asset- Jim Prossick, SR/WA- committee working on several new courses.  Commented 

that the committee misses the previous format of the FAU because it brought the com-

mittees together.  Will send out survey with suggested course subject descriptions and 

potential certifications. 

Transportation- Mike Bulzomi, SR/WA- Committee recommends a career path for the 

transportation field.  Not sure what that would look like since transportation covers 

many different disciplines. 

Utility - Cyndi Whelpley, SR/WA- Committee trying to change focus from education to 

industry trends. 

Environmental- John Hooson- would like feedback from chapters on courses for this 

subject. 

Region: 

Taxes are due first part of February.  All financial reporting must be done in Quick-

books online, including all of 2010. 

Chapter Membership Chairs should be cross referencing the number of members they 

are tracking with the number of members shown on IRWAôs website. 

Please make sure to read Industry Committee reports, Pat is going to start asking ques-

tions about them at each forum-be ready! 

Region 7 website revamp-Andrew Fraiser will keep Pat and Kerri apprised of progress. 

Travel Guidelines-Kerri will send out her suggested revisions to the committee for 

comments. 

Conflict of Interest statements due to headquarters. 

Leslie Finnegan volunteered to gather money for the Region to sponsor a hole at the 

Education Conference golf tournament.  Suggested amount per Chapter is $1 per mem-

ber. 

2010 Region 7 Professional of the Year (2 recipients): 

 James Price, SR/WA, MAI 

 Brad Thomas 

 

Regional Education: Pat Thayer, SR/WA 

Chapters need to have 3 year (2011, 2012, 2013) education schedules plan completed 

and turned into the Vice-Chair before the Education Conference in June.  List course 

number and month scheduled.  Any changes will be coordinated directly with head-

quarters, and the Vice-Chair copied.  
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Course Coordinator Certification-everyone should be recertified by June 30th, 2011. 

 

Per headquarters, rosters will be submitted electronically within 24 hours of holding a 

course. 

 

Region 7 Elections opened at 11:30 AM. 

 Slate 

Patricia Thayer, SR/WA Chair 

Kerri M. Wittman, SR/WA, Vice-Chair 

Dee Oakland, Secretary 

Brad Thomas, Secretary 

3 calls for nominations from the floor.   

No nominations.  Cyndi Whelpley, SR/WA moved, Jennifer D. Walker, SR/WA seconded. 

No nominations.  Cyndi Whelpley, SR/WA moved, Steve Hagen, SR/WA seconded. 

No nominations.  Steve Hagen, SR/WA moved, John Hooson, SR/WA seconded. 

Nominations closed.   

Pat Thayer and Kerri Wittman were unanimously affirmed to their respective postions. 

Votes tallied.  Brad Thomas elected secretary. 

Elections Closed at 12:29 PM. 

 

Forums: 

Spring 2011 Forum ï March 19th, 2011 Westin Hotel, Seattle, WA 

Fall 2011 Forum- Proposed Anchorage, AK 

Spring 2012 Forum- Proposed Spokane, WA 

Fall 2012 Forum- Proposed Montana 

Chapters will need to make decision by June Education Conference. 

Conferences 

2011- Atlanta, GA 

2012- Seattle, WA- Westin Hotel, June 10, 11, 12, 13 

2013- Charleston, WV 

2014- Hartford, CT  

2015- San Diego, CA 

 

Meeting adjourned 4:30 p.m. 
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Name Chapter Position 

   

Jim Lingeman 3 Chapter 3, President Elect, Treasurer 

Daniel Stekol  IRWA, BDO 

Jade Yoong  IRWA, Events Manager 

Cyndi Whelpley, SR/WA 4 Chapter 4 President, Region Utility Committee 

Tom Paine, SR/WA 4 Chapter 4, Website Chair 

Clyde Johnson, SR/WA 22 Region 6, RWIEF 

Mary Ann Marr, SR/WA 7 IEC Candidate 

Eric Lee 4 Chapter 4 Past President 

Faith Roland, SR/WA 4 Chapter 4 Member, Past IEC President 

Dee Oakland 45 Chapter 45 President 

Jennifer Walker, SR/WA 4 Chapter 4 President Elect 

Jim Price, SR/WA, MAI 4 Region 7 Valuation Committee Rep 

Jim Prossick, SR/WA 4 Region 7 Asset Management Committee 

Galen King, SR/WA 71 Chapter 71President 

Kerri Wittman, SR/WA 4 Region 7 Secretary 

Leslie Finnigan, SR/WA 3 Region 7 ILPAC 

Mark Dickson 45 Chapter 45 President Elect, Education Co-Chair 

Matt Gosset 3 Chapter 3 Vice President, Secretary 

Mike Bulzomi, SR/WA 4 Chapter 4 Treasurer 

Brad Thomas 4 Chapter 4 Education Chair 

Marvin Brown 64 Chapter 64 

Patricia Thayer, SR/WA 71 Region 7 Vice-Chair 

Audie Neuson 19 Chapter 19 Secretary 

Michelle Colby, SR/WA 49 Region 7 Relocation Committee Rep 

Pam Dittloff, SR/WA 4 Chapter 4 Vice President 

John Hooson 3 Chapter 3, Environmental Committee 

Christopher Eldred, SR/WA 4 Chapter 4 PDC Chair 

Matt Hansen 4 Chapter 4 Secretary 

Sonja Kraus 4 Chapter 4 Membership Chair 

Ramiro Chavez, P.E.  Guest of Chapter 4 

Region 7 2011 Spring Forum Attendees  

Thank you to the sponsors for the 2011 Spring Forum in Seattle:   

Roland Resources, Inc.;  Universal Field Services, Inc.;  HDR 

Allen, Brackett, Shedd;  Graham & Dunn PC;  Williams & Williams PC 
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