
  

 

Region 7 Fall Forum 

October 9, 2010 

Fairbanks, Alaska 

Regional Professionals of the 

Year: 

2002 Barbara Meekins, SR/WA 

2003 Fred Walasavage, 

2004 Pat Thayer, SR/WA 

2005 Julie Cope, SR/WA 

2006 Kathy Phillips, SR/WA 

2007 Dawneen Dostert 

2008 Jaci Margenson, SR/WA 

2009 Carl Toland, SR/WA 

2010  David Whitlock, SR/WA 

Region 7 Officers:  

 

Fred Walasavage, Chair 

 

Pat Thayer, SR/WA, Vice Chair 

 

Kerri Wittman, SR/WA, 

Secretary 
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Fairbanks is in Fairbanks North Star Borough and is the borough seat. 

The community was named after Indiana Sen. Charles Fairbanks, who later 
became vice president. 

The latitude of Fairbanks is 64.837N. The longitude is -147.716W. 

It is in the Alaska Standard time zone. Elevation is 446 feet. 

The estimated population 

Fairbanks - 30,970 (Alaska's 2nd largest city) 
 
Fairbanks North Star Borough - 96,888 
 
State of Alaska - 663,661 (42% reside in Anchorage). 

 

Fairbanks is on the Chena River in the Tanana Valley.  

Filming location for 2007 movie, "Into the Wild"  

National and regional coffee companies with outlets here include Starbucks  

Nearby parks & recreation: Arctic National Wildlife Refuge  

Colleges and universities: University of Alaska-Fairbanks (Nanooks)  

What is a Nanook?  
Nanook is a derivation of nanuq, the Inupiaq word for polar bear. UAF's first teams 
had been nicknamed the Polar Bears, but after 1963, the Polar Bears became known as 
the Nanooks, which has since applied to all UAF sports teams. 

Fairbanks grew after the discovery of gold near there in 1902 by Felix Pedro. 

During its 30 years of operation from 1928 to 1959, Gold Dredge #8 took in approxi-
mately seven million ounces of gold. 

The Fairbanks Exploration Company, an early corporate mining company, was the ma-
jor employer in Fairbanks between 1928 & World War II. 

The aurora (Northern Lights) can be seen late August through April after dark when the skies 
are clear. 

The Arctic Circle is 198 miles from Fairbanks on the Dalton Highway. 

It can get really cold in Fairbanks. 
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2010 Region 7 Fall Forum Agenda 

October 9, 2010 

Fairbanks, Alaska ǅ Fairbanks Alpine Lodge 

  

8:00 Welcome and Introductions 

  Chapter Roll Call 

  Minutes from Region 7 Caucus, Calgary, AB 

 Treasurerôs Report  

 Travel Fund Guidelines 

 IRWA Generalist Career Path 

 Education 

 Committee Trends and Issues 

 Lunch 

 IRWA Leadership Institute Session 

 Chapter Issues Forum 

 Education Foundation 

 Other Business 

 Upcoming Forums 

4:30   Adjourn 
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Chapter Roll Call 
 

 

Chapter 3: 

 

 

Chapter 4: 

 

 

Chapter 19: 

 

 

Chapter 45: 

 

 

Chapter 49: 

 

 

Chapter 64: 

 

 

Chapter 71: 

 

4ÒÅÁÓÕÒÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔȡ 

Balance as of October 6, 2010 $4,927.07 

62-ȭΰή *J. Arnold Cobley, Ch. 4 

Ȭΰή-ȭΰα *John V. Mulcahy, Ch. 3 

Ȭΰα-ȭΰγ Donald A. Wilcox, Ch. 4 

Ȭΰγ-ȭαΫ *Chris J. Loutsis, Ch. 4 

ȬαΫ-ȭαή *Robert S. Newell, Ch. 3 

Ȭαή-ȭαί P.J. Sullivan, SR/WA, Ch. 49 

Ȭαί-ȭαα *Fred R. Ketron, SR/WA, Ch. 45 

Ȭαα-ȭαβ *Keith L. Densley, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

78-ȭαγ Edwin M. Whiting, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

Ȭαγ-ȭβά *John Day, SR/WA, Ch. 3 

ȬȬβά-ȭβέ *Keith L. Densley, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

Ȭβέ-ȭβί *John Benson, SR/WA, Ch. 45 

Ȭβί-ȭβΰ *John Berkowitz, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

Ȭβΰ-ȭββ Robert Mohr, SR/WA, Ch. 19 

Ȭββ-ȭγΪ Susan M. Serdahl, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

ȬγΪ-ȭγΫ Betsy A. Tarrant, SR/WA, Ch. 45 

91-ȭγέ Reed Lommen, Ch. 19 

Ȭγέ-ȭγί Diane DeRoux, SR/WA, Ch. 59 

95-ȭγα Bernard W. Lea, SR/WA, Ch. 45 

Ȭγα-ȭγγ Linda Streissguth, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

ȬȬγγ-ȭΪΫ Barbara Meekins, SR/WA, Ch. 49 

ȬΪΫ-ȭΪέ Leslie Benckendorf, SR/WA, Ch. 3 

ȬΪέ-ȭΪί Stephen Hagen, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

ȬΪί-ȭΪα Julie Cope, SR/WA, Ch. 19 

ȬΪα-ȭΪγ Jim Price, SR/WA, Ch. 4 

ȬΪγ-11 Fred Walasavage, Ch. 3 

REGION 7 PAST CHAIRS 
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    Region 7 2010 Caucus 

June 27, 2010-Calgary, Alberta 

  
Attendees:  See attached list 

Call to Order at 4:09 p.m. by Region 7 Chair Fred Walasavage 

Chapter Roll Call: All Chapters present 

Minutes from 2010 Region 7 Forum, Portland, OR: Read, moved, approved as presented. 

Treasurerôs Report: Current Balance $6199.33.  Read, moved and approved as presented.    

Report on Association Business:   

Á Valerie Fries talked about the new career path for r/w professionals.  Every month IRWA will host a webinar 

on holding courses and about the new career path.  Any comments can be given to IRWA or Region Representa-

tives.  

Á Ken Davis, SR/WA, upcoming IEC President reported: 

o IRWA will be in the red this coming year-didnôt want to cut services to members. 

o There is a lack of communication between members and leaders of committees, and between com-

mittees and chapters. 

o Considering a program where a non-member can get a designation or certification.  Would consider 

implementing control-by-cost, meaning making it more expensive to obtain designation or certifica-

tion as a non-member. 

o IRWA will be looking at the budget monthly and adjusting accordingly where possible. 

Á 3 By-law Resolutions- Housekeeping items. 

o Use of Credentials  

o International Executive Committee  

o Meeting location 

Region: 

Fall 2010 Forum ï Fairbanks, AK-Saturday, October 9, 2010- information and registration form attached to Reso-

lutions Newsletter.  Course 800, October 7 & 8. 

Spring 2011 Forum - Seattle, WA 

Fall 2011 Forum- ?  

Regional Education: Pat Thayer. 

Á Asked that chapters consider courses needed for re-certifications and the new career path implemented by 

HQ when developing course schedules. 

Á Region 7 only cancelled 2 courses last year.  Education Chairs doing a great job! 

Á Vice Chair approves courses held in Region as well as any changes to the course schedule. 

 

Meeting adjourned 5:22 p.m. 
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    Region 7 2010 Caucus Attendees  

 

Name Chapter Position 

Dawneen Dostert 3 Vice President 

Fred Walasavage 3 Region 7 Chair 

Glenn Bridger 3 Immediate Past President 

John Hooson 3 Environmental Committee 

Leslie Finnegan, SR/WA 3 Region 7 Local Public Agency Committee Rep. 

Pam Mason 3 Membership Chair 

Cyndi Whelpley, SR/WA 4 President Elect 

Dan Belliveau 4  

Eric Lee 4 Member 

Faith Roland, SR/WA 4 Past IEC President, Member 

Jennifer Walker, SR/WA 4 Vice President 

Jim Prossick, SR/WA 4 Region 7 Asset Management Committee 

Johnnie Butler 4 Member 

Kerri Wittman, SR/WA 4 Region 7 Secretary 

Mike Bulzomi, SR/WA 4 Treasurer, Region 7 Transportation Committee Rep. 

Pam Dittloff, SR/WA 4 Secretary 

Patti Morris 4 International Utilities Committee Chair 

Ramiro Chavez, P.E. 4 Guest 

Steve Hagen, SR/WA 4 Past Region Chair, Member 

Susan Serdahl 4 Past IEC President, Member 

Don Malisani 19 Vice President 

Rich Waltrip 19 President 

Bernard Lea 45 RWIEF 

Brint Compton, SR/WA 45 Member 

Dee Oakland 45 President 

Mark Dickson 45 Secretary 

Pat Compton 45 Member 

Rona Sanchez 45 Region 7 Pipeline Committee Rep 

Rose Shea 45 PDC 

Andrew Fraiser 49 Vice President 

Bob Ylvisaker 49  

Dan Beardsley 49 Past IEC President, Member 

Dave Heier 49  

Louise Hooyer, SR/WA 49 Treasurer 
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Manny Lopez, SR/WA 49 President 

Nancy Hereford, SR/WA 49  

Pete Nagel, SR/WA 49 Member 

Bob Snyder 64 Education Chair 

Becky Iles 71 Education Chair 

Larry King 71 President 

Patricia Thayer, SR/WA 71 Region 7 Vice-Chair 

Sharon McLerb Everette 71 Member 

Region 7 2010 Caucus Attendees  

David Whitlock, SR/WA, accepting 2010 
Regional Professional of the year award in Bill-
ings, Montana.  Presented by Fred Walasavage, 
Region 7 Chair. 

Fred Walasavage, Region 7 Chair, Pat Thayer, 
SR/WA, Region 7 Vice Chair, and Manuel Lopez, 
SR/WA, Chapter 49 President at the 2010 Educa-
tion Conference in Calgary. 

Our very own Pat Thayer, SR/WA, was a nominee for 
the 2010 Balfour Award-seen here after reigning Queen 
over Relocation Jeopardy in Calgary. 

42 well rested members attended the Region 7 Caucus 
in Calgary which was moved from 7 AM to 4 PM-what 
a great showing!   


